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Mount Vernon, WA—In its first 50 years, the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) awarded more than 
$5 billion in grants to recipients in every state and U.S. jurisdiction, the only arts funder in the nation to 
do so. Today, the NEA announced awards totaling more than $27.6 million in its first funding round of 
fiscal year 2016, including an Art Works award of $15,000 to the Celtic Arts Foundation for their 
Masters of Scottish Arts and Winter School programs held in February of each year.  
 
The Art Works category supports the creation of work and presentation of both new and existing work, 
lifelong learning in the arts, and public engagement with the arts through 13 arts disciplines or fields. 
 
NEA Chairman Jane Chu said, “The arts are part of our everyday lives – no matter who you are or where 
you live – they have the power to transform individuals, spark economic vibrancy in communities, and 
transcend the boundaries across diverse sectors of society. Supporting projects like the one from the 
Celtic Arts Foundation offers more opportunities to engage in the arts every day.”  
 
Skye Richendrfer, the Executive Director of the Celtic Arts Foundation said “it is so gratifying to receive 
NEA support for this project.  The grant application process is complicated and extremely competitive—
to receive this support affirms the exceptional nature of our programs.”    
 
The grant will support two aspects of Celtic Arts Foundation programming.  First, the grant will support 
the presentation of recognized master Scottish bagpipers, drummers, fiddlers and other folk musicians 
from the United Kingdom and Canada in a virtuoso concert on February 12, 2016 at Benaroya Hall in 
Seattle.  Second, it also supports multiple Celtic Arts Foundation instructional schools in February and 
October for aspiring Scottish musicians. 
 
To join the Twitter conversation about this announcement, please use #NEAFall15. For more 
information on projects included in the NEA grant announcement, go to arts.gov 


