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Planning the Perfect Highland Games Day
Skagit Valley Highland Games, July 12–13, 2014

Edgewater Park, Mount Vernon, WA

“There is so much to see and do!  Where do we start?”  This is a common reaction to the Skagit Valley Highland 
Games.  Here are some suggestions you may find helpful.

Where are the events held?   GPS Coordinates
Edgewater Park    Latitude: 48° 25’ 05” N
600 Behrens Millet Road   Longitude: 122° 20’ 31” W
Mount Vernon, WA  98274

Benefit Receital Friday, July 11th  7:30pm Mount Vernon Presbyterian Church, 1511 Broadway, Mount Vernon 
(corner of 15th Street and Broadway).  Suggested minimum donation:  $10

What a treat to welcome 8 time Glenfiddich bagpiping champion, Willie McCallum to our community!  
Originally from Campbelton in Scotland, Willie now resides outside of Glasgow and travels the world 
performing and giving workshops to aspiring pipers of all ages.  His performance on Friday July 11th, is a 
benefit for the new Littlefield Celtic Center, being built by the Celtic Arts Foundation in downtown Mount 
Vernon.  Thanks Willie, for your generosity of providing us with this wonderful opportunity to hear truly world-
class piping and donating 100% of the funds raised to the Celtic Arts Foundation!  The suggested minimum 
donation is $10 a person.  The Presbyterian Church is located up by the hospital, east of I-5.  Out of town 
visitors should take the Kincaid Street exit (exit 226) off of I-5, and head east up the hill all the way to 15th 
street.  Turn left on 15th, and the Church will be a couple blocks down on your right.  

Preparation for the Games
Edgewater park is over 50 acres in all—a fairly large expanse of open space.  For starters, be sure to wear 
comfortable shoes and don’t forget to protect yourself from the sun!  Mosquitoes are sometimes an issue, 
so bringing bug spray is a good idea.  For guests with mobility challenges, we have a limited number of 
wheelchairs available to be used at no cost (courtesy of Holland Home Healthcare) at our First Aid booth, 
located in the north end of the park by the main gate.  

It’s OK to bring your dog but it must be on a leash—please NO extend-a-leashes.  Although it’s fine to bring 
your own coolers and food into the grounds—think about hauling stuff around all day—you’ll find plenty of 
traditional Scottish and fun faire food and refreshments available on site.

We do not have ATMs on the grounds of the Games; however many places take credit/debit cards.  For 
admission, cash, check, Visa, MasterCard or American Express are all accepted.  Those same payments work in 
the beer garden and whisky tent as well. 

Get your tickets in advance
You can certainly purchase your tickets for the Highland Games at the event—we’re not in any danger of 
running out of room!  However, for your convenience, there are a couple of options for purchasing tickets in 
advance.  Retail outlets include:  the Tattered Page, downtown Mount Vernon, Snowgoose Books, Stanwood.
You may also purchase tickets online using the secure server at our website.  And remember, all members of the 
Celtic Arts Foundation receive free admission to the Games!  Becoming a member is a great way to help our 
organization promote its activities throughout the year.



Free parking and free shuttle on Saturday and Sunday
It’s no secret that accommodating thousands of people who want to 
get to and from an event is a logistical challenge.  We have parking 
lots with flaggers and volunteers to help you get to the right spots.  
Please be patient, as our team will do their very best to get you to 
the Games as quickly and safely as possible.  Consider parking in 
downtown Mount Vernon—a shuttle lot is clearly marked—look 
for it on your left after exiting I-5 and crossing the railroad tracks as 
you head into Mount Vernon.  Free shuttles run every 15 minutes or 
so throughout the weekend.  We also have shuttles running from the 
parking lots at Washington School in West Mount Vernon.  A van 
equipped to handle wheelchairs is available from these shuttle lots.

What to do at the Highland Games
If you arrive on Saturday morning, you’ll be greeted (blasted?) by 
scores of solo pipers and drummers preparing for, or participating in competitions in the area just south of the 
bridge into West Mount Vernon.  These musicians of all ages and ability levels are adjudicated by experts, and 
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PARKING:
Parking is FREE at Edgewater Park and in the downtown Mount Vernon parking lot, with complimentary shuttles running at regular 
intervals to transport guests to the grounds from the parking lots. The shuttle runs in 20-minute intervals all weekend, from approxi-
mately 9am - 8pm Saturday and 9am - 7pm Sunday.

CANINE VISITORS: 
Dogs will be allowed at the Highland Games only if they are leashed (extend-a-leashes are NOT allowed). Unleashed dogs and their 
owners will be asked to leave immediately. Plastic bags are available at each entrance gate for animal waste. Please clean up after 
your animals. A watering station is located near the information booth. Thank you for being a responsible pet owner.



it’s worth a stop just to take in the sights and sounds.  It’s OK to get close to the platforms, but please don’t 
talk with the judges who are busily trying to complete their score sheets in a full day of competitions.  The solo 
piping and drumming events only occur on Saturday, and are usually completed by early afternoon.

Depending on where you park, you’ll enter the Highland Games through one of the three gates, and will 
probably be asking yourself “now what?”  At the gates as you come in, you can pick up one of the official 
Highland Games programs with a map of where events and activities are located around the park. 

There is no right or wrong way to take in this festival—there are things going on throughout the park all day 
and into the evening.  
Saturday schedule at a glance
Time  Event
 9:00–10:30 Highland Dancing: Pre-premier Events (dancing area)
 9:00–2:00 Solo Piping & Drumming Competition (piping area)
 9:00–10:30 Instrument Petting Zoo (fiddle stage)
 9:00–11:00 Short performances by Northwest harpers (harp tent) 
 10:00–11:00 61 AD: Iceni Queen Boudica’s Revolt presentation with Brian McGuiness (Celtic culture tent)
 10:30–12:00 Scottish Fiddle Critique (fiddle tent)
 10:30–3:00 Northern United States Open Highland Dancing Championship (dancing area)
 11:00–11:30 Seirm (Gaelic singers group – part of Slighe nan Gaidheal, a Washington-based Gaelic culture & lan-

guage society) (harp tent)
 11:00–12:00 Bellingham Scottish Country Dancers (country dancing stage)
 11:00–12:00 Finding Your Celtic Roots with Laura Sparr, Christine Cooper & the Skagit Valley Genealogical Society 

(Celtic culture tent)
 12:00–12:30 Opening Ceremonies, Parade of the Clans, Anthems & Lament (main stage)
 12:00–12:30 Try the harp! A mini-lesson provided by our harp artists (harp tent)
 12:30–1:00 Short performances by Northwest harpers (harp tent)
 1:00–2:00 Tiller’s Folly folk band - Main Stage
 1:00–2:00 Bagpipes & how they work: Skye Richendrfer & John Brock (Celtic culture tent)
 1:00–2:00 Bellingham Scottish Country Dancers (country dancing stage)
 1:00–2:00 Harp Circle, plus group tunes (harp tent)
 1:00–2:00 Instrument Petting Zoo (fiddle stage)
 2:00–3:00 Seumas Gagne – Harp Solo (harp tent)
        2:00–3:00 Spotlight on the Clans: Clan Muir with Don Moore and Clan MacLauren with Bill McFadden (Celtic 

Culture Tent)
 2:00–4:00 Celtic Music Session (fiddle stage)
 2:00–6:00 Sheepdog Trials (farm area)
 2:30–3:00 Short performances by Northwest harpers (harp tent)
 2:30–5:00 Pipe Band Competition (main stage)
 3:00–3:30 Seirm (Gaelic singers group) performing with harps (harp tent)
 3:00–4:00 Bellingham Scottish Country Dancers (country dancing stage) 
 3:00–4:00 The Shared Sounds of Celtic Fiddle and Harp with Ward Beebe and Susan Easthouse (Celtic culture tent)
 3:00–5:00 Highland Dancing Choreography Competition (dancing area)
 3:30–4:30 Dinas O Frain (Kevin Gow, Laura Lovell, Motter Snell)
 5:00–5:15 Massed Bands (main stage area)
 5:30–6:30 Celtic Legends Concert: Tiller’s Folly folk band (main stage)

All Day:
• Scottish culture tent (explanations & demonstrations of Celtic music, dance & culture)
• Traditional Scottish athletic events; Weaving & Spinning demonstrations
• Children’s events (presented by the Children’s Museum of Skagit County)
• Fair food, Scottish clan (family) booths, arts & crafts vendors
• Beer garden, Whisky Tent 



Celtic Arts Foundation Booth—a good starting point
Start your day at the CAF Booth, or be sure to at least get there during the day.  Official Highland Games 
merchandise, current schedule information and knowledgeable volunteers are there to help you find things, 
answer questions about events, as well as tell you about the Celtic Arts Foundation.  From the CAF booth, start 
a clockwise tour of the grounds; you’ll see in order:

•	 Scottish country dancing—exhibitions ongoing throughout the day
•	 Society for Creative Anachronism—knights and damsels acting up
•	 Championship Highland dancing
•	 Solo piping and drumming (Saturday morning until midday only)—takes place outside of the north gate.  

If you didn’t take in some of this when you arrived, it’s certainly worth a look and listen!

Sunday schedule at a glance
Time  Event
 9:00–10:00  Beginning Scottish Fiddle Workshop (fiddle stage)
 9:00–9:30 Short performances by Northwest harpers (harp tent)
 9:00–5:00 Highland Dancing Competition (dancing area)
 9:30–10:00 Try the harp! A mini-lesson provided by our harp artists (harp tent) 
 10:00–11:30 Short performances by Northwest harpers (harp tent)
 10:00–11:00 61 AD: Iceni Queen Boudica’s Revolt:  Presentation with Brian McGuiness (Celtic culture tent)
 10:00–11:00 Music Workshops: Tiller’s Folly artists (fiddle stage)
 10:00–6:00 Sheepdog Trials (farm area)
 11:00–12:00 Finding Your Celtic Roots with Laura Sparr and Christine Cooper & the Skagit Valley Genealogical 

Society (Celtic Culture Tent)
 11:00–12:30 Scottish Smallpipe solo & duet critique events - (fiddle stage)  
 12:00–1:00 Fleece to Shawl Presentation (weavers & spinners area) 
 12:30–1:00 Opening Ceremonies, Parade of the Clans, Anthems & Lament (main stage)
 12:30-1:00 Try the harp! A mini-lesson provided by our harp artists (harp tent)
 1:00–2:00 Bagpipes & how they work: Skye Richendrfer & John Brock (Celtic culture tent)
 1:00–2:00 Elliott Bay Smallpipe Ensemble (fiddle stage)
 1:00–2:00 Bellingham Scottish Country Dancers (country dancing stage)
 1:00–2:00 Harp Circle plus group tunes (harp tent)
 1:00–2:00 Kitchen/Ceilidh Piping & Drumming: piping & drumming for fun (main stage)
 2:00–2:40 Welsh Music presentation & performance, Eric Bowen (harp tent)
 2:00–3:00 Spotlight on the Clans: Clan Maxwell with Joe and Diane Maxwell and Clan Craig with Russ Mudgett 

(Celtic culture tent) 
 2:00–3:00 Scottish Country Dancing (country dancing stage)
 2:00–3:00 Irish Music Session (fiddle stage)
 2:00-3:00  Celtic music performance: Tiller’s Folly folk band (main stage)
 2:45-3:30 What does the “Celtic” in Celtic Music Really Mean?  Seumas Gagne (harp tent)
 3:00–4:00 Scottish Country Dancing (country dancing stage)
 3:00–4:00 The Shared Sounds of Celtic fiddle and Harp with Ward Beebe and Susan Easthouse (Celtic Culture 

Tent) 
 3:00–4:00 Open Celtic Music Session (fiddle stage)
 3:00–4:30 Washington State Grade IV & Grade III Pipe Band Championships (main stage area)
 3:30-4:30 Short performances by Northwest harpers (harp tent)
 4:30–4:45 Massed Bands (main stage area)
 5:00 Event Closes: Haste Ye Back!

All Day:
• Scottish culture tent (explanations & demonstrations of Celtic music, dance & culture)
• Traditional Scottish athletic events; Weaving & Spinning demonstrations
• Children’s events (presented by the Children’s Museum of Skagit County); Celtic animal farm
• Fair food, Scottish clan (family) booths, arts & crafts vendors
• Beer garden, Whisky tent



Stop and watch any of those events, and admire the kilts, instruments and all of the sounds of Scotland.

Northeast area of the park
From the Highland dancing area, continue your clockwise journey, and as you head south you’ll see:

•	 Clan booths—many different families represented, all eager to tell you about their family history and 
who last stole how many cattle from which clan

•	 Vendor booths—interesting arts and crafts booths, many with a Scottish or Celtic theme
•	 Children’s events—for the wee Highlanders; there are many programs offered throughout the weekend, 

courtesy of our friends from the Children’s Museum of Skagit County, plus pony rides too

Main stage
The southeast side of the park is dominated by the Celtic Stage which the Celtic Arts Foundation raised funds to 
construct back in 2003.  

Several different musical presentations will be made from the main stage area—and there is also a handy 
schedule board that lists approximate times for things going on.

Beer garden
You may find all this walking hard work, and for fortification we’re very pleased that Skagit River Brewing 
Company is at the Games offering several selections of their beer, along with red and white wine choices.  The 
beer garden is also one of the favorite places from which to watch and listen to the performances on the main 
stage.

Whiskys Tent
Fancy a wee dram, do ye?  Inside the beer garden, you’ll find our Whisky  Tent—with a program designed to 
introduce you to fine single malt and other types of whisky.  Led by Laphroiag’s Whisky Ambasador, Mr. Simon 
Brookings, this is both an informative and fun way to compare different whiskys, learn about how they are 
made and enjoy the different flavors.  The pricing for the tasting will be clearly posted, and is available for any 
guests over the age of 21.

Athletic events
Lots of hardy folks throwing heavy stuff!  As you face the main stage, the athletic events are on your right, and 
run throughout the weekend.  Saturday features open amateur competition, and Sunday features novice events.  
Check back throughout the day to see what manner of things these folks (men and women) are throwing around 
now!

Weavers and spinners
Nestled on the southwestern corner of the beer garden, in clear view of the main stage and athletic events, our 
weavers and spinners have their wheels and looms out.  Stop by and ask about how tartan materials are made, 
what working with wool is like and converse with this delightful group of crafts-people working in a way that 
hasn’t much changed in centuries.

Sheepdog trials
These start around 2:00 on Saturday, run the rest of the day and all day Sunday.  Finals are on Sunday afternoon.  
It’s a marvel to see the handlers and dogs working as a team to get sheep to run obstacle courses and be 
corralled in a remarkably short period of time.

Celtic farm
We welcome back the SPOT folks (Saving Pets One at a Time) to our event, who are finding good homes for 



pets right at the Games.

FOOD!  As you wind back northwards from the athletic events, sheepdog trials and Celtic farm, it will be hard 
to pass by the many choices of traditional Scottish food, and all the other fair-food favorites.  Don’t resist!  
There are a couple of dining areas for sitting and enjoying your meal, or you can carry it with you on your trek.

Music—Celtic harp
In addition to the main stage and piping and drumming activities, more music abounds at the Skagit Valley 
Highland Games.  The Celtic harp tent is home to some softer and gentler styles, with beautiful melodies played 
throughout the weekend by Celtic harp enthusiasts from around the region.  It is located on the Celtic farm side 
of the park, and behind most of the food booths, near one of the park’s softball backstops.  Ample seating and a 
little bit of shade makes this a wonderful place to pause and enjoy some Celtic melodies.  

Music—fiddle
Including rousing and foot-stomping music, our Celtic fiddle tent is a place to hear a number of musical 
traditions played on strings.  On Saturday morning fiddlers will be competing in the Northwest Regional 
Scottish Fiddle Championships.  Throughout the rest of the weekend, workshops, fiddle sessions and “jam” 
sessions with other musicians will all be held at the fiddle tent.  

Culture tent
Educational outreach is a big part of what the Celtic Arts Foundation is all about.  The culture tent, located just 
to the south of the main gate, is a place where all sorts of presentations are made on a range of topics about 
Scottish and Celtic history, music and culture.

Saturday
9:00-10:00 ......Open tent: Celtic history & culture displays
10:00–11:00 ...Presentation: 61A.D.: Iceni Queen Bondica’s Revolt with Brian McGuiness
11:00–11:45 ...Presentation: Finding your Celtic Roots; with Laura Sparr, Christine Cooper & Skagit 

Genealogical Society
1:00–2:00 .......Presentation: Bagpipes & How they work; Skye Richendrfer & John Brock
2:00–3:00 .......Presentation: Spotlight on the Clans: Clan Muir with Don Moore and Clan MacLauren with Bill 

McFadden
3:00–4:00 .......Music: Shared Sounds of Celtic Fiddle and Harp with Ward Beebe and Susan Easthouse
4:00 ................Open tent: Celtic history & culture displays

Sunday
9:00-10:00 ......Open tent: Celtic history & culture displays
10:00–11:00 ...Presentation: 61A.D.: Iceni Queen Bondica’s Revolt with Brian McGuiness
11:00–11:45 ...Presentation: Finding your Celtic Roots; with Laura Sparr, Christine Cooper & Skagit 

Genealogical Society
1:00-2:00 ........Presentation: Bagpipes & How they work; Skye Richendrfer & John Brock
2:00–3:00 .......Presentation: Spotlight on the Clans: Clan Maxwell with Joe and Diane Maxwell and Clan Craig 

with Russ Mudgett
3:00–4:00 .......Music: Shared Sounds of Celtic Fiddle and Harp with Ward Beebe and Susan Easthouse
4:00 ................Open tent: Celtic history & culture displays

Massed bands and ceilidh (pronounced kay-lee, which means “party”)
The massing of the pipe bands for the presentation of awards and “Salute to the Chief” creates one of the most 
memorable spectacles of the Highland Games.  After the pipe band competitions, all of the members of the 
competing bands join together for rousing renditions of some of the best-known piping tunes such as Amazing 



Grace, Scotland the Brave and Bonnie Dundee.  It’s a spine-tingling experience and one that signals the 
conclusion of the piping part of the Highland Games.

The Scottish word “Ceilidh” means party, and usually includes impromptu performances by musicians.  On 
Sunday after massed bands, another new addition is our “Haste ye Back” music session on the main stage 
featuring the harpists, fiddlers, Scottish Smallpipe and Reelpipe players presenting a musical finale to this year’s 
Skagit Valley Highland Games.  

On Sunday afternoon after the massed pipe band performs, many of the musicians will be reconvening in the 
beer garden area to play tunes and celebrate the end of the weekend in traditional “Ceilidh” fashion.  It’s a great 
way to wrap up the festival with refreshment and still more lively, foot-stomping music!

Haste ye back
It’s an old Scottish saying that means “come back and see us soon!”  The Celtic Arts Foundation is pleased to 
be able to present the Highland Games in this community, and appreciates the efforts of staff, sponsors and all 
the many volunteers who make this event possible.  Please make a point to stop by the Celtic Arts Foundation 
booth, to find out more about what we do in the community, and ask about membership and how you can help!

CELTIC ARTS FOUNDATION

The Celtic Arts Foundation
PO Box 1342

Mount Vernon, WA  98273

360-416-4934 or toll free: 1-888-416-4934

www.CelticArts.org


